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Ethical Action Plan (500-750 words)*

This document is a chance for you to begin shaping your project while thinking through its ethical considerations, implications, and responsibilities. We know this might feel early in your action research journey, but this short plan is here to help pin down your ideas and work-in-progress. 

Use whatever writing format that suits you - lists, bullet points, statements or paragraphs - and follow the suggested links stated alongside some of the questions for guidance. 

A good starting point is the BERA Guidelines for Educational Research, fifth edition (2024) alongside the ‘Ethics Files and Resources’ on Moodle. 

When you’re ready, email your draft to your allocated tutor 48 hours in advance of you first group tutorial in the week commencing 6 October 2025, so it can help guide the focus of discussions and support your project development. 

Name: Maria Thelin

Tutor: Andrew Slatter

Date: 19 October 2025

	1. What is the working title of your project? Also write a few sentences about the focus of your project.

Imaged based glossary for Bespoke Tailoring (and Pictionary).

Research Question: How can I make it easier for the Bespoke Tailoring students to learn and memorise new vocabulary?	Comment by Andrew Slatter: Great title and question

I want to create an image based glossary for tailoring terminology to make it easier for students to learn and revise the specialist vocabulary. I hope this new glossary will even out the playing field for the First Year students on our course, and mitigate some of the disadvantages students encounter because of neurodivergence, differences in cultural capital and proficiency in English.


	1. What sources will you read or reference? Share 5 to 10.

I have read:

Bamber, V & Jones. A (2015) Challenging students: enabling inclusive learning. in H Fry, S Ketteridge & S Marshall (eds), A Handbook for Teaching and Learning in Higher Education: Enhancing Academic Practice. 4th edn, Routledge , Abingdon, pp. 152-168.

Banerjee, P. (2024) ‘Connecting the dots: a systematic review of explanatory factors linking contextual indicators, institutional culture and degree awarding gaps.’ Higher Education Evaluation and Development, Vol. 18 No. 1, pp. 31-52

Cheah, Z. R. E., McBride, C., Meng, X., Lee, J. R., & Huo, S. (2024) Is chinese dyslexia similar across chinese societies? Evidence from hong kong, beijing, and taipei. Reading Research Quarterly. (Online), Available at: https://ila.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/rrq.578.

Converse, J., Presser, S. (2021) ‘The Tools at Hand.’ Survey Questions.,pp. 48-75 (Online), Available at: https//dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781412986045.

Salamon, M. (2018) UAL ‘Drawing Laboratory: Research workshops and outcomes’. Spark: UAL Creative Teaching and Learning Journal, Vol 3/Issue 2 pp. 131-141
Tjora, A. H. (2006) ‘Writing small discoveries: an exploration of fresh observers’ observations’. Qualitative Research, Vol. 6(4) pp. 429-451
UAL (2025) Attainment Profiles. Available at: dashboards.arts.ac.uk (Accessed: 23th May 2025)


I will read:

Fernandes et al. 2024
Hu 2024
Nichols and Stahl 2019






	1. What action(s) are you planning to take, and are they realistic in the time you have (Sept-Dec)?

I was planning to create a glossary with trade specific vocabulary using images instead of written definitions where possible. I started with the names of tools and garment parts. Sourcing the images was more time consuming and complicated than I had anticipated.

I used the first vocabulary cards to play Pictionary with the students as an icebreaker at the beginning of the year. However, I have found it difficult to reintroduce the cards during sessions due to a lack of space and time.

Following feedback from my first tutorial, I am considering finding a way to co-create the glossary with students, possibly through a shared Padlet where they can upload content, and/or a physical noticeboard in the classroom.	Comment by Andrew Slatter: just thinking that co-creating with students gives them a sense of ownership, decolonises (they bring their cultural capital to the images they create) and reduces your workload!

I would like to explore if the students would find it beneficial to have the glossary converted into an online game to help revision.

	1. Who will be involved, and in what way? (e.g. colleagues, students, local community…). Note, if any of your participants will be under the age years of 18yrs, please seek further advice from your tutor.

My colleagues in my team will participate by giving feedback and exchanging ideas. I tested the Pictionary game on them before playing with the students. They will also co-deliver the session where we play Pictionary, and assist me in managing the teams in a bigger group (showing them the cards and helping them to follow the rules).

The student will be involved in using the resource, possibly co-creating the content, and by evaluating its usefulness to them.



	1. What are the health & safety concerns, and how will you prepare for them?
	Comment by Andrew Slatter: Think about the space you want to do any workshops, fire exits, etc.
· https://canvas.arts.ac.uk/sites/explore/SitePage/42587/health-and-safety-hub 
· https://canvas.arts.ac.uk/sites/explore/SitePage/45761/health-and-safety-policies-and-standards 

I have identified no health & safety concerns.



	1. How will you manage and protect any physical and / or digital data you collect, including the data of people involved?
	Comment by Andrew Slatter: Consider using UAL One Drive, as it's password protected and two-factor authentication, it keeps the data within the organisation.
· https://www.bera.ac.uk/publication/ethical-guidelines-for-educational-research-fifth-edition-2024-online#consent
· https://www.bera.ac.uk/publication/ethical-guidelines-for-educational-research-fifth-edition-2024-online#privacy-data-storage 

I will:
Ask for consent before gathering any data.
Make participation in the research optional.
Blur faces if using photos.
Make questionnaires and similar (such as a padlet for feedback comments) anonymous.
Be transparent about the purpose of the project.





	1. How will you take ethics into account in your project for participants and / or yourself?
	Comment by Andrew Slatter: Any work generated by students needs their consent to be used as teaching materials in future, also, need in a consent form to tell them they can withdraw at any point without detriment to them, any work generated by them and then they withdraw can't be used in your evaluation.

Good to think about your own biases and not to lead the research in terms of what you want it to reveal, and be careful of any terms or words that could have different or alternative meanings/connotations in other languages so as not to cause offence.


· https://www.bera.ac.uk/publication/ethical-guidelines-for-educational-research-fifth-edition-2024-online#responsibilities-participants 
· https://www.bera.ac.uk/publication/ethical-guidelines-for-educational-research-fifth-edition-2024-online#responsibilities-sponsors 
· https://www.bera.ac.uk/publication/ethical-guidelines-for-educational-research-fifth-edition-2024-online#responsibilities-wellbeing 
· See Emotionally Demanding Research PDF on Moodle

I will:
Inform participants before gathering data.
Seek consent for data gathering and include the right to opt out.
Inform my team members, especially when co-delivering and/or asking for feedback.
Make sure my research does not affect the students and their studies negatively.
Aim to improve my teaching practice and the students study experience.
Share any gained knowledge.
Reference previous research.
Be careful to not project negative prejudice about students’ language knowledge based on their intersectional identities.
Make it clear that this glossary is limited to a specific context and explore the possibility of widening this context to include words from outside the UK-centred bespoke tailoring jargon.





* The form itself is around 300 words, so with your additions the total length will come to a maximum of about 1,050 words.
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